	Systems of Strategies for Comprehending Texts
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	Strategies for 

Sustaining Reading
	Systems of strategies sustain a reader’s processing of a text and allow for the use of various sources of information, including meaning, language knowledge, and the visual information in print.
	Strategies for 

Expanding Meaning
	Systems of strategies provide for the reader to go beyond the literal text and construct unique interpretations.

	1. Solving Words
	· During the reading of continuous text, readers employ a range of strategies to figure out words while maintaining a sense of meaning.
	7. Connecting
	· Before, during, and after they process a text, readers make connections to what they already know; they connect to their personal experiences, their knowledge of the world, and the other texts they have read or experienced.

	2. Monitoring and Correcting
	· Readers constantly check on themselves as to whether reading makes sense, sounds right, and matches the visual information in print, and they self-correct when necessary for meaning and accuracy.
	8. Inferring
	· Readers go beyond the words of a given text to make judgments about what is implied but not stated.

	3. Gathering
	· Readers search for and pick up essential information from the text so that they can fit it into their general interpretation.
	9. Summarizing
	· As they process a text, readers accumulate information in summary form so that they can remember it in their ongoing interpretations.

	4. Predicting
	· Readers anticipate the meaning and language of a text in a way that makes their processing more efficient.
	10. Synthesizing
	· Readers reconfigure information, integrating it with their own prior knowledge, drawn from personal, world, and text experiences; readers may think differently after reading a text.

	5. Maintaining Fluency
	· Readers process the print at a good rate, pausing appropriately, dividing the text into phrase units, and stressing words as prompted by meaning; in silent and oral reading, strategies work together to sustain rate and fluency.
	11. Analyzing
	· Readers examine the elements of a text closely to look at the writer’s craft and understand the features (language, organization, etc.) that make a text work.

	6. Adjusting
	· Readers vary their rate and style of reading according to purpose and the type of text they are processing.
	12. Critiquing
	· Before, during, and after reading a text, readers make judgments about it.

	From Fountas, I.C., & Pinnell, G.S. 2001. Guiding Readers & Writers, Grades 3-6: Teaching Comprehension, Genre, and Content Literacy. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.


[image: image1.png]



